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Buddhism I 






Answer all questions. 


(i) In each of the questions 1 to 40, pick one of the alternatives (1), (2), (3), (4) which you consider 
as correct or most appropriate. 






Mark a cross (X) on the number corresponding to your choice in the answer sheet provided. 






Further instructions are given on the back of the answer sheet. Follow them carefully. 





1. "The Buddha is the incomparable flower of the tree of humanity that blossoms after a long laspe of time 
and, when blossomed it fills the world with the odour of wisdom and pollen of compassion." 
This was said by 
(1) H.G. Wells. (2) Javaharlal Nehru. 
(3) Professor Rhys Davids. (4) Sir Edwin Arnold. 


2. King Suddhodana worshipped his son prince Siddhattha for the first time 
(1) when the hermit Asita worshipped the prince. 
(2) when the prince practised Andpdnasati meditation. 
(3) when Brahmin Kondañña worshipped the prince. 
(4) when Brahmin pandits arrived to name the prince. 


3. Prince Siddhattha, after his renunciation and becoming an ascetic, approached first 
(1) the ascetic Kaladevala and ascetic Alara Kalama. 
(2) the ascetic Asita and ascetic Uddakaramaputta. 
(3) the ascetic Alara Kalama and ascetic Uddakaramaputta. 
(4) the group of five ascetics. 


4. “O householder, although you took refuge of the Noble Tripple Gem, continue alms-giving at your home 
to the Jain monks.” 
The Buddha said this to 
(1) prince Abhayaràja. (2) house-holder Upàli 
(3) King Bimbisara. (4) hous-holder Citta. 


5. Ascetic Siddhattha became enlightened while being seated on the seat of eight bundles of Kusa grass on 
a Wesak full-moon day. This grass was offered by 


(1) a brahmin named Upaka. (2) a brahmin named Sotthiya. 

(3) a brahmin named Huhunka (4) a brahmin named Canki. 
6. The Buddha spent fifth week after his enlightenment at 

(1) the seat near the Bo-tree. (2) the Ajapāla banyan tree. 

(3) the shade of cobra king Mucalinda. (4) the Rajayatana banyan tree. 
7. The first alms offering to the Buddha was performed by 

(I) Sujata - the daughter of a millionaire. — (2) King Ajasatta. 

(3) two merchants Tapassu and Bhalluka. (4) Cunda - the son of smith. 


[see page two 
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. The group of five monks (Paficavaggiya bhikkhü) who had attained the stage of stream entry (sotapanna) 


became worthy-ones (araha) by listening to 


(1) the Dhammacakkappavattana-sutta. (2) the Adittapariyaya-sutta. 
(3) the Anattalakkhana-sutta. (4) the Saccavibhanga-sutta. 
. As the Buddha pointed out that one who is not jealous of well being of others will become 
(1) healthy (2) rich. 
(3) dignified (4) intelligent. 


The youth named Pipphali became a Buddhist monk and rendered a great service to the sásana. His ordained 
name is 


(1) Mahákassapa thera. (2) Mahàkaccáyana thera. 

(3) Mahàpanthaka thera. (4) Mahamoggallána thera. 

The two monasteries offered by Great devotee Visakha and millionaire Anathapindika respectively are 
(1) the Veluvandrama and the Pubbárama. (2) the Jetavanárama and the Veluvanarama. 

(3) the Pubbarama and the Ghositarama. (4) the Pubbàràma and the Jetavanarama. 

The last disciple of the Gotama Buddha during his life time was 

(1) Ven. Dhammarama. (2) Ven. Anuruddha. 

(3) Ven. Subhadda. (4) Ven. Kimbila. 


“O, Brahmin, if the food prepared by you for your guests, is not accepted by them it would go back to 
you. In the same way, I don't accept your accusations and it would come to you." 


The Buddha admonished the above to 
(1) Brahmin Kasibharadvaja. (2) Brahmin Akkosaka Bharadvaja. 


(3) Brahmin Sonadanda. (4) Brahmin Vacchagotta. 


The meritorious deeds such as donations (dana) performed without greed (tanha), pride (mana) and wrong 


views (micchaditthi), and with compassion and skills of means (upaya kusalata) are called 
(1) paramita. (2) raja dhamma. 

(3) lokadhipatidhammá. (4) attüpanayikadhamma. 

The fulfilling of perfections (paramita) by sacrificing even one's life is known as, 

(1) páramr. (2) upaparamr. (3) paramattha pāramī. (4) ten páraml. 
The Jataka tale which reflects the fulfilling of the Nekkhamma-paramf of the Bodhisatta is, 
(1) Temiyajataka. (2) Vattakajataka. 

(3) Maghamànavaka-jàtaka. (4) Makhadevajataka. 

Among the virtues of the sangha, "worthy for offerings even the food prepared for guests is expressed 
through, 

(1) ahuneyya. (2) pahuneyya. (3) dakkhineyya. (4) aiijalikaraniya. 
chanda, dosa, bhaya and moha are named according to the dhamma, as, 

(1) cattáro agatiyo. (2) cattaro duggatiyo. 

(3) cattàro kamagati. (4) cattàro kammakilesa. 


“We live happily hatred-free among men who hate", the first two lines of the verse reflecting the above 
idea in the Dhammapada is 

(1) susukham vata jivàma — verinesu averino. 

(2) na hi verena verani - sammantidha kudácanam. 

(3) attandva katam püpam — attanà samkilissati. 

(4) sārañ ca sarato fiatva — asarafi ca asarato. 


The intelligence is a virtue that should be possessed by a practioner of metta. This virtue is known in 


Karaniya metta sutta as, 
(1) suvaco. (2) subharo. (3) nipako. (4) anatimani. 


[see page three 
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21. Select the doctrinal fact which is not included, among four fold ‘Samgrahavastu’. 
(1) dana (2) sila. 
(3) amicable (pleasing) word. (4) equanimity 
22. The doubt in eight things in the Buddha etc., is identified in Buddhist teachings as, 
(1) vyapada. (2) thinamiddha. (3) uddhacca kukkucca. (4) vicikicchà. 
23. The factors such as lübhalabha, ayasa, yasa etc. are known in the Buddhist teachings as, 
(1) lokapalaka-dhamma. (2) lokadhipati-dhamma. 
(3) atthaloka-dhamma. (4) attádhipati-dhamma. 
24. The power behind the background of wholesome and unwholesome deeds of body, speech and mind is 
identified in the dhamma as, 
(1) vedanakkhandha. (2) sannakkhandha. (3) sankharakkhandha. (4) vififianakkhandha. 
25. The custom of the Sinhalese people is to offer their first harvest of cultivation to the Jaya Sri Mahabodhi 
in order to receive blessings. This offering is known as 
(1) giribhanda püjà. (2) agra$asya dana 
(3) twenty-eightfold Buddhapüja (4) devatabali dana 
26. "When this is there, this is, when this is not there, this is not (asmim sati idam hoti — imasmim asati idam 
na hoti) This doctrine is given in the Buddhist teachings as, 
(1) pubbekatahetuvada. (2) ahetuappaccayatavada. 
(3) paticcasamuppada. (4) issaranimmanavàda. 
27. "Name and matter (nàma-rüpa) arise when there is viññäna or the consciousness of rebirth” according to 
the Buddhist docrine of causality. This view is expressed as, 
(1) "samkhara paccayà vififianam”. (2) “viññāņ paccayá nàmarüpam" 
(3) "namarüpa paccaya salàyatanam". (4) "tanha paccaya upadanam". 
28. According to the Buddhist analysis of kamma, the action that produces results occasionally from the third birth |- 
(bhava) onwards is known as 
(1) Ditthadhammavedantya-kamma ` (2) Upapajjavedanrya-kamma. 
(3) Aparapariyavedanrya-kamma. (4) Ahosi-kamma. 
29. Among the happinesses of a laity, the happiness of being free from debt is known as, 
(1) atthi sukha. (2) bhoga sukha. (3) anana sukha. (4) anavajja sukha. 
30. To lead a middle life by spending the wealth earned in a righteous way according to ones income is known 
as 
(1) utthàna sampada. (2) arakkha sampada. 
(3) samajivikata. (4) kalyana mittata. 
31. The elder who went to Aparanta country and preached Aggikkhandhopama sutta during the international 
dhamma mission organized by the king Dharmasoka is 
(D Majjhima. (2) Rakkhita. 
(3) Maha Dhammarakkhita. (4) Yonaka Dhammarakkhita. 
32. According to the Dasarajadhamma, the quality of a king to treat his subject as his own children is known 
as 
(i) ujü. (2) tapo. (3) akkodha. (4) khanti. 
33. One of the following is not a duty of parents towards children according to the Sigalovada-sutta. Identify 
it. 
(1) Prevention from the sin (2) Causing to do the good 
(3) Protecting the heritage inherited (4) Entrusting inheritance at the proper time 
34. The fact which is not included among the results of loving kindness is 
(1) seeing bad dreams. (2) protection by gods. 
(3) quick concentration of the mind. (4) ending the life mindfully. 


[see page four 
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35. At the First Buddhist Council Dhamma and Vinaya were entrusted to the lineages of monks for protection. 
Therein, lineage of desciples of Arahant Sariputta was entrusted with | 
(1) Dighanikáya. (2) Majjhimanikaya. (3) Anguttaranikaya. (4) Samyuttanikaya. 


36. Which one of the following is not a result of the Second Buddhist Council? 
(1) Rejection of ten unsuitable practices of Vajjiputtaka monks 
(2) Protection of the Theravada vinaya from the holders of wrong views 
(3) Division into two groups of the order of Buddhist monks 
(4) Establishment of the sásana in nine countries 


37. The author of the oldest Sinhala classic that explains the purisadamma sarathi quality of the Buddha is 


known as 
(1) Pandit Gurulugomi. (2) Pandit Vidyacakravarti. 
(3) Ven. Dhammasena. (4) Ven. Buddhaputta. 
38. “Kala rasamusu bójana kara pem 
gala suvandeti sandunut manaram 
lālā abarana nisi lesa serasum 
pala giya veni bahurü kolam " 


Above verse which emphasises the vanity of the life devoid of ethics is a quotation from 
(1) the Kavyasekhara of Ven. Thotagamuwe. (2) the Lovidasangarawa of Ven. Vidagama MaitrT. 
(3) the Lokopakara of Ven. Ranasgalle. (4) the Subhasita of Pandit Alagiyavanna Mukavati. 


39. The king who ruled the country with the motto, “my endeavour is not for enjoying the comfort (of kingship) 
but for the preservation of Buddhasasana" is 


(1) king K&kavannatissa. (2) king Dutthagamini. 
(3) king Saddhátissa. (4) king Mah&parakramabahu. 
40. The half circular stone at the staircases of the entrances of ancient religious buildings of Sri Lanka is 
known as i 
(1) Koravaggala (balustrade). . (2) Muragala (guardstone). 
(3) Vamanartpa (dwarfs). (4) Sandakadapahana (moonstone). 


[see page five 
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Buddhism II 


Æ Answer five questions only, including the first one and selecting four any other questions. 





X The first question carries 20 marks and other questions carry 10 marks each. 


What is the name of the sutta known as the first discourse delivered by the Buddha 


pu 
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(ii) What are the two main methods of bhàvanà (meditation or mental culture) taught in Buddhism? 


(iil) Write the meaning of the following: 
“Yo dhammam passsati so paticcasamuppadam passati" 


(iv) Write down the four sublime dwellings (brahmavihara). 


(v) Write the meaning of the verse, 
“Na hi verena veràni - sammantidha kudacanam, 
averena ca sammanti - esa dhammo sanantano.” 


(vi) Name the three characteristics (Trilksana) | 
(vii) Name two poetical works based on Jatakas composed during the Kotte period. 
(viii) Name the three unwholesome roots that pollute mind according to Buddhism. 


(ix) Write the names of two pagodas erected by kings Valagambgà and Mahàásen who ruled during the 
Anuradhapura period. 


(x) Write the four foundations of mindfulness (Sattipattana). 


2. (i) What are the four pre-signs (pubbanimittàni) seen by prince Siddhartha? 
(ii) Write the main incidents related to the life of Siddhartha from his renunciation to the enlightenment. 


(i) "To serve others from the childhood is an essential virture of life." Describe with examples from the 
life of the Buddha. 


3. (i) Write the verse in the Dhammapada that emphasises the fact “if there is no better or similar one to 
get associated with, it is suitable to live in solitude." 


(ii) Comment on the "bala" as indicated in that verse. 


(iii) Evaluate the advice that you gain from Dhammapada for a successful lay life. 


4. (i) Name the Four Noble Truths. 
(ii) Comment on 'sammávaca' according to the dhamma. 


(ili) Point out that the Middle path as a way leading to happiness in this life itself. 


[see page six 
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5. (i) Identify the steps taken by Sir Henry Steel Olcott to establish the Buddhist Schools in Sri Lanka. 
(ii) Indicate how the youth David Hewawitarane became Anagarika Dhammapala. 


(iii) “Srimath Anagàrika Dhammapala can be identified as a lamp post that shed the light on the Sinhala 
Buddhists who were engulfed with the darkness of mental slavery.” Comment on this statement. 


6. (i) What are the reasons that led to conduct the Third Buddhist Council? 
(ii) Write the answers for following questions in relation to the Third Buddhist Council. 
% Who is the arahant presided over the council? 
Æ Who is the king sponsored the council? 
X What is the name of the place that Council was held? 
(iii) Describe how the Third Buddhist Council helped to spread the Theravada Buddhism Internationally. 


7. (i) Name three types of the Buddha statues as classified on the basis of their postures. 
(ii) Comment on the origin and evolution of erecting the Buddha statues. 


(iii) Describe, with examples, how the Sri Lankan artists erected the Buddha statues depicting the spiritual 
qualities of the Buddha. 
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